
  

Child Safety Seat Inspections 
� Call for an appointment 24 hours a day, 7 days a week –  

(630) 871-6213 
� Available at D.A.R.E. Car Show in the Spring of each year 

  

          10 Basic Rules 
• Kids 12 and under should ALWAYS ride in the back seat. This cuts their risk of death by 

36%. 

• Kids should be in a car seat or booster until they can be seated properly in a seatbelt.  For 
most kids, this is around 8 years old or 4' 9" tall, but proper seatbelt fit is the most 
important factor. 

• Never place a rear-facing car seat in the front seat when there is an active frontal airbag. 

• Keep your baby rear facing as long as possible.  That can mean up to 30 or 35 pounds in 
most current convertible seats unless they outgrow it by height first. 

• All current car seats pass government safety standards.   Select the one that best fits your 
child, your vehicle and your budget.  Some models do have different features; select one 
that has the features that will allow you to use it correctly EVERY trip. 

• Always read the owners manuals for your vehicle and car seat thoroughly.  They often 
contain specific information about car seat installation that may not be obvious.  Some 
models may vary from what you would expect. 

• Make sure that the harness fits snug on your child, the car seat fits snug in your vehicle, 
and that your vehicle seatbelts are locked properly. 

• When you buy a car seat, make sure you have a good return policy in case it doesn't fit or 
in case you find you don't like it.  Have your seat inspected by a certified technician for 
free at a checkup event or fitting station. 

• Please avoid used car seats, especially those over 6 years old, those with an unknown 
history that may have been in a crash, those that show any form of cracks or damage and 
those with missing labels, model number, manufacturing date, instructions or parts. 

• Please give driving your complete, unimpaired attention and wear your own 
seatbelt all the time.  These two simple steps are among these easiest ways you 
can protect yourself and your passengers from injury or death. 

http://www.carolstream.org/ReferenceDesk/Forms/Police/WheelsofJustice.pdf
http://www.car-safety.org/basics.html
http://www.car-safety.org/faq.html#Q9
http://www.car-safety.org/rearface.html
http://www.seatcheck.net/
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