ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8 (TRAFFIC CODE), ARTICLE 7 (MOTORIZED
SKATEBOARDS), SECTION 8-7-1 (OPERATION OF MOTORIZED SKATEBOARD OR
SCOOTER) AND CHAPTER 8 (TRAFFIC CODE), ARTICLE 7 (MOTORIZED
SKATEBOARDS), SECTION 8-7-4 (PENALTY) OF THE CAROL STREAM MUNICIPAL
CODE OF ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, the Village of Carol Stream, Illinois, is a home rule unit of local government as
provided in Article VII, Section 6, Subsection (a) of the Illinois Constitution of 1970, with the authority
to adopt ordinances and to promulgate rules and regulations that pertain to its government and affairs and
to protect the public health, safety and welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the use of electric bicycles and electric scooters (commonly referred to as “e-bikes”
and “e-scooters”) has increased within the Village, including on public roadways, sidewalks, parks, and
shared-use paths; and

WHEREAS, the growing presence of e-bikes and e-scooters has raised safety concerns due to
their ability to travel at higher speeds than traditional bicycles, creating potential hazards for pedestrians,
other cyclists, and motorists, particularly in areas not designed for motorized travel; and

WHEREAS, the Village has received complaints and reports of unsafe or improper e-bike and e-
scooter usage, including operation on sidewalks, excessive speed on recreational trails, and conflicts with
pedestrians in high-use public areas; and

WHEREAS, the Village seeks to promote safe and responsible e-bike and e-scooter use while
preserving the accessibility and enjoyment of public spaces for all users; and

WHEREAS, in exercise of its home-rule authority, the Village of Carol Stream, through its
Mayor and Board of Trustees finds that amending the Carol Stream Municipal Code of Ordinances to
establish regulations for the operation and use of electric bicycles and electric scooters will help reduce
safety risks, clarify permitted usage areas, and ensure the continued safe enjoyment of the Village’s
streets, sidewalks, and recreational paths by the public;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF CAROL STREAM, DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN THE
EXERCISE OF ITS HOME RULE POWERS, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The above-referenced recitals are hereby incorporated into this Ordinance by
reference.

SECTION 2: The Carol Stream Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8, “Traffic Code,” Article 7,
“Motorized Skateboards,” Section 8-7-1, “Operation of Motorized Skateboard or Scooter,” is hereby
retitled and amended to read as follows:

88-7-1 OPERATION OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES, ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, OR ANY
OTHER MOTORIZED BICYCLE, SKATEBOARD, OR SCOOTER



A. Definition

1. “Electric Bicycle” or “E-Bike” means a bicycle equipped with fully operable pedals
and an electronic motor of less than 750 watts, classified as follows:

a.Class 1: An electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle
reaches a speed of 20 miles per hour.

b.Class 2: An electric bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively
to propel the bicycle and that is not capable of providing assistance when the
bicycle reaches a speed of 20 miles per hour.

c.Class 3: An electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle
reaches a speed of 28 miles per hour.

2. An “Electric Scooter” or “E-Scooter” is defined as a device weighing less than 100
pounds, with 2 or 3 wheels, handlebars, and a floorboard that can be stood upon
while riding, that is solely powered by an electric motor and human power, whose
maximum speed, with or without human propulsion, is no more than 10 miles per
hour. An electronic scooter does not include a moped, motorized bicycle, motorized
skateboard, or any other motor-driven device.

3. A “Motorized Bicycle” is defined as a 2-wheeled or 3-wheeled device with fully
operable pedals and a gasoline motor of less than one horsepower or 15 cubic
centimeters displacement that is operated at speeds of less than 20 miles per hour and
does not require registration per the Illinois Vehicle Code.

4. A “Motorized Skateboard” is defined as a board or horizontal surface having any
number of wheels, which are operable by some type of gas or electric motor, and
generally designed to hold one person.

5. A “Motorized Scooter” is defined as any electric or gas-powered vehicle that does
not require registration per the Illinois Vehicle Code. For the purpose of this
definition, a motorized scooter includes all go-karts, minibikes, snow vehicles, or any
similar engine-powered vehicles.

B. Electric Bicycle Regulations

1. Where permitted, all electric bicycles shall be required to act in compliance with and
obey all provisions of the Illinois Vehicle Code applicable to bicycles.

2. Except as provided in this Section, all electronic bicycles shall be subject to the same
regulations and be operated in the same manner as bicycles.

3. All Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3 electric bicycles shall be permitted to operate only
on public streets where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less or on private
property with the permission of the property owner.



An electric bicycle, regardless of class, can only be operated by a person who is 16
years of age or older and possesses a valid Driver’s License.

All Class 3 electric bicycles must have a functioning speedometer.
All electric bicycles must have functional brakes to be operated within the Village.

Every electric bicycle used within the Village between dusk and dawn must be
equipped with a front lamp that emits a white light visible from distances of at least
500 feet and with a red reflector on the rear that is visible from all distances from 100
to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps on a
motor vehicle, except that a lamp emitting a steady or flashing red light visible from
a distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to or instead of the red
reflector.

Any person in possession of an electric bicycle that, according to 625 ILCS 5/11-
1518, requires a label that shows the wattage, top speed, and class of e-bike must
remain affixed to the bicycle and be otherwise untampered.

C. Electric Scooter Regulations

1.

Where permitted, all electric scooters shall be required to act in compliance with and
obey all provisions of the lllinois Vehicle Code applicable to bicycles and electric
bicycles.

No one under the age of 18 can operate an electric scooter anywhere within the
Village.

Every electric scooter used within the Village between dusk and dawn must be
equipped with a front lamp that emits a white light visible from distances of at least
500 feet and with a red reflector on the rear that is visible from all distances from 100
to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps on a
motor vehicle, except that a lamp emitting a steady or flashing red light visible from
a distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to or instead of the red
reflector.

All electric scooters shall be permitted to operate only on public streets where the
speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. No other paths, locations, or sidewalks
within the Village are authorized for the use of electric scooters.

When operating an electric scooter on a public street, the operator must possess a
valid Driver’s License.

Except as otherwise set forth in this ordinance, all electric scooters shall operate in
conformance with 625 ILCS 5/11-1518.

D. Motorized Bicycle, Skateboard, and Scooter Regulation

1.

Where permitted, all motorized bicycles shall be required to act in compliance with
and obey all provisions of the Illinois Vehicle Code applicable to bicycles.



2. Except as provided in this Section, all motorized bicycles shall be subject to the same
regulations and be operated in the same manner as bicycles.

3. All motorized bicycles shall be permitted to operate only on public streets where the
speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less or on private property with the permission of
the property owner.

4. A motorized bicycle can only be operated by a person who is 16 years of age or older
and possesses a valid Driver’s License.

5. A motorized bicycle must have functional brakes to be operated within the Village.

6. Every motorized bicycle used within the Village between dusk and dawn must be
equipped with a front lamp that emits a white light visible from distances of at least
500 feet and with a red reflector on the rear that is visible from all distances from 100
to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps on a
motor vehicle, except that a lamp emitting a steady or flashing red light visible from
a distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to or instead of the red
reflector.

7. It shall be unlawful for any person to use, operate, or be in control of a motorized
skateboard or motorized scooter upon any street, sidewalk, public path, or public area
within the Village. Operation of a motorized skateboard or motorized scooter may be
permitted on private property with the permission of the property owner.

E. Reckless Operation

1. Any person who operates an electric bicycle, electric scooter, motorized bicycle,
motorized skateboard, or motor scooter with willful or wanton disregard for the
safety of persons or property, or engages in conduct likely to cause bodily harm,
permanent disability, or disfigurement to others—such as operating at excessive
speed in pedestrian areas, intentionally weaving through crowds, or attempting to
launch the device using an incline is in violation of this ordinance.

2. No person may use an electronic communication device while operating an electric
bicycle, electric scooter, motorized bicycle, motorized skateboard, or motorized
scooter.

3. While operating an electric bicycle, electric scooter, motorized bicycle, motorized
skateboard, or motorized scooter, no person may carry any item that interferes with
their ability to maintain control of the vehicle.

SECTION 3: The Carol Stream Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8, “Traffic Code,” Article 7,
“Motorized Skateboards,” Section 8-7-4, “Penalty,” is hereby amended to read as follows:

88-7-4 PENALTY
A. Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be subject to a fine of

fifty dollars ($50.00) for a first offense, any prior warning not deemed to be a prior
offense. The penalty for a second offense shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00).



Thereafter, subsequent violations shall subject the operator to a fine of two hundred
dollars ($200.00) for each and every offense. Any police officer or community
service technician who observes a violation of this article may, as an alternative to
arresting the offender, issue a “hang-on ticket”, as provided in Ch. 15, Art. 4, of this
code.



